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are bipartisan. The Port State Meas-
ures Agreement tightens rules on sea-
food imports, provides for better in-
spection, and lists the pirate boats so 
we know who to keep out of our waters. 

Others deal with protecting high 
seamounts and other needed provisions 
specific to the North Pacific, the South 
Pacific, and the Atlantic. They have 
been in years of negotiations. I applaud 
our teams at the State Department and 
NOAA and the many Senators who 
have engaged in this issue to solve this 
problem, to create more tools for us to 
enforce. 

We need to do our part. We need to 
support these treaties. Again, it is a bi-
partisan effort. We need to support 
these treaties because it will support 
our fishermen, support our economies 
throughout the ocean States and the 
Gulf States and throughout the States 
that impact with fisheries. We also 
need to do it because of the rule of law 
and protecting and respecting the rule 
of law and human dignity that we in-
sist on. 

When we think of the impact of these 
individuals who are trapped on these 
boats—literally, the human traf-
ficking, slavery, and forced work that 
these guys are taken to on these pirate 
ships is appalling. We should be ap-
palled just by that fact alone, besides 
the billions they steal from the waters 
and try to resell from their harvest in 
our oceans illegally. 

So let me just sum up by saying 
again that I know my idea of sinking a 
pirate ship may be a little radical. But 
the Coast Guard did it on one ship. My 
view is, why not more? But at least we 
will have some treaties, maybe with 
this work on the floor tonight. Again, 
to Senator WHITEHOUSE, I thank him 
for organizing all of us who care so 
deeply about the fishing industry and 
these treaties that will make a dif-
ference. When you put more tools in 
the toolbox, it will have an impact. 

You can rest assured I will do every-
thing I can to gather the support nec-
essary to make sure these treaties 
pass. I will stop at this point. I appre-
ciate the effort. Thank you for allow-
ing me to have visual aids. Sometimes 
words are great, but visual aids make 
impact. Hopefully, people can see. 
Hopefully, these pirates will see we are 
serious and this is not some movie that 
Johnny Depp is in either. We are going 
after those pirate ships. 

Thank you for the opportunity to say 
a few words. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Mississippi and 
the two Senators from Alaska for par-
ticipating in this bipartisan effort. Let 
me conclude by reading something that 
Chris Lischewski, who is the CEO and 
President of Bumble Bee Foods, wrote 
to me: 

Everybody loves a tuna fish sandwich. And 
Bumble Bee has been in that industry for a 
long time. They are a proud American com-
pany. But tuna travel great distances. They 
are a fish, that if foreign pirates go after 
them and fish them illegally, and fish them 

unsustainably and knock that population 
down, that comes home to roost for good old 
Bumble Bee Foods. 

Here is what the CEO of that com-
pany said: 

IUU fishing is a multi-billion dollar indus-
try that undermines our global conservation 
and sustainability efforts. 

By that he means his company. 
Illegal fishing penalizes legitimate fisher-

men and processors and it must be stopped. 
While the United States has done a good job 
at developing laws to detect and deter IUU 
fishing, other nations have not. We strongly 
support the agreement on Port State Meas-
ures to prevent, deter and eliminate the ille-
gal, unreported and unregulated fishing, be-
cause it creates an obligation for other na-
tions to take action against IUU fishing. 

I yield the floor. If any of my col-
league wish to speak, let me just say 
that they do so with my gratitude for 
this bipartisan moment in the Senate 
and in support of the jobs that the fish-
ing industry provides for our constitu-
ents. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
think we are waiting here for a couple 
of minutes. I will use a couple of min-
utes to speak again to those who come 
to our assistance when it comes to the 
enforcement of our fisheries laws—the 
men and women of our Coast Guard, 
NOAA, and our other enforcement 
agencies. 

Senator BEGICH has somewhat dra-
matically shown some of the scenes. 
This is not easy stuff out there. When 
you have somebody who we have rea-
son to believe has been operating ille-
gally in violation of our agreed fish-
eries laws, more likely than not they 
are not just going to stand by and let 
you board and take a peek. They are 
going to take chase. 

As we are hearing, as we are trying 
to find some evidence of the missing 
Malaysian jetliner, the oceans out 
there are pretty darn big. Usually, the 
conditions are not ones in which you 
would want to go out on a pleasure 
cruise. 

Our men and women who are engaged 
in those enforcement efforts are truly 
heroes to us in terms of the efforts that 
they make, the energy that they ex-
pend, and the risk that they place 
themselves at. 

So day after day, as they cover our 
waters, as they work to ensure that 
there is a effective management of our 
fisheries, their efforts to enforce these 
laws, their efforts to provide for a level 
of protection and safety, their efforts 
to bring the pirates to justice are truly 
to be applauded. 

I thank the Senator for the oppor-
tunity to make that brief statement. I 
see my friend and colleague is at the 
ready, hopefully to announce that we 
will be able to move to passage of these 
significant treaties. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. It appears that 
we will shortly be able to do that. This 
is a happy coincidence in which four 
Senators in bipartisan fashion have 
come to the floor to support action on 
four treaties that will help protect our 
fishing industry, and it turns out that 

at this moment the treaties have been 
cleared for ratification on both sides of 
the aisle. In a moment I will be able to 
take us through those parliamentary 
steps, but on behalf of all four of us, I 
should express my appreciation to 
Chairman MENENDEZ and to his rank-
ing member Senator CORKER for the 
leadership they have shown in getting 
these treaties through the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. I know it 
was in a strongly bipartisan fashion. I 
think it was in a unanimously bipar-
tisan fashion. 

The Presiding Officer is a member of 
that distinguished committee, and I 
want to express my appreciation to the 
Presiding Officer, Senator COONS of 
Delaware. 

It is good to be able to do these kinds 
of things in a bipartisan fashion. It re-
minds me a little bit of our friend Sen-
ator ENZI’s 80/20 rule: We get 80 percent 
done in the Senate without incident, 
but then, of course, nobody notices. 
The other 20 percent we fight over, and 
the fight gets 80 percent of the atten-
tion. 

So it is a happy moment when we can 
do something good for our industry, 
good for our fisheries, do it in a bipar-
tisan fashion, and do it smoothly. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

AGREEMENT ON PORT STATE 
MEASURES TO PREVENT, DETER, 
AND ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNRE-
PORTED, AND UNREGULATED 
FISHING 

CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVA-
TION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE 
HIGH SEAS FISHERIES RE-
SOURCES IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVA-
TION AND MANAGEMENT OF 
HIGH SEAS FISHERIES RE-
SOURCES IN THE NORTH PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONVENTION 
ON FUTURE MULTILATERAL CO-
OPERATION IN THE NORTHWEST 
ATLANTIC FISHERIES 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, treaty 
document Nos. 112–4, 113–1, 113–2, 113–3, 
en bloc; that the treaties be considered 
as having advanced through the var-
ious parliamentary stages up to and in-
cluding the presentation of the resolu-
tions of ratification; that any com-
mittee declarations be agreed to as ap-
plicable; that any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD as if read; further, 
that when the votes on the resolutions 
of ratification are taken, they be in the 
order reported, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
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the table en bloc; that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The treaties will be stated. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
Treaty document No. 112–4, a resolution of 

advice and consent to ratification of the 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Pre-
vent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unre-
ported, and Unregulated Fishing; 

Treaty document No. 113–1, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Convention on the Conservation and Man-
agement of the High Seas Fisheries Re-
sources in the South Pacific Ocean; 

Treaty document No. 113–2, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Convention on the Conservation and Man-
agement of High Seas Fisheries Resources in 
the North Pacific Ocean; and 

Treaty document No. 113–3, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Amendment to the Convention on Future 
Multilateral Cooperation in the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for a divi-
sion vote on each of the resolutions of 
ratification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

A division vote has been requested. 
On treaty document No. 112–4, Sen-

ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Agreement on Port State 
Measures to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fish-
ing, done at the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations, in Rome, 
Italy, November 22, 2009, and signed by the 
United States November 22, 2009 (the Agree-
ment’’) (Treaty Doc. 112–4), subject to 12 the 
declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Agreement is non self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–1, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Convention on the Con-
servation and Management of High Seas 
Fishery Resources in the South Pacific 
Ocean, done at Auckland, New Zealand, No-
vember 14, 2009, and signed by the United 
States January 31, 2011 (the ‘‘Convention’’) 
(Treaty Doc. 113–1), subject to the declara-
tion of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Convention is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–2, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Convention on the Con-
servation and Management of High Seas 
Fisheries Resources in the North Pacific 
Ocean, done at Tokyo February 24, 2012, and 
signed by the United States May 2, 2012 (the 
‘‘Convention’’) (Treaty Doc. 113–2), subject to 
the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Convention is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–3, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Amendment to the Con-
vention on Future Multilateral Cooperation 
in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, adopted 
at the Twenty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the 
North Atlantic Fisheries Organization 
(NAFO) (the 10 ‘‘Amendment’’) in Lisbon, 
Portugal, September 28, 2007 (Treaty Doc. 
113–3), subject to the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Amendment is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I thank the Pre-
siding Officer. 

If there is no further business regard-
ing these treaties, I yield the floor. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
Mr. MORAN. I ask unanimous con-

sent to address the Senate as in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALVIN BRENSING 
Mr. MORAN. The story of Kansas is 

one that involves many people, many 
jobs, much ado about caring for others. 
Our State is a State of manufacturing 
workers, factory workers, teachers, 
farmers, and people who work hard 
every day to make a difference in their 
community and to make a difference in 
our State and Nation. Today I wish to 
pay tribute to one of those unsung he-
roes. In this case, it is a businessman, 
a volunteer, a husband, and a father 
who lived a full life before passing 
away in December of last year. 

Alvin Brensing was born and raised 
on a farm outside of Hudson, a rural 
Central Kansas town with a population 
of 125. After high school, Brensing 
graduated with honors from Salt City 
Business College in Hutchison and in 
May 1937, at the age of 21, started 
working as a bookkeeper at the Staf-
ford County Flour Mills. 

As German immigrants, the Krug 
family realized that their American 
dream was going to be accomplished by 
establishing the flour mill more than a 
century ago. Alvin worked under Wil-
liam Krug and then Leonard Brim to 
help grow the company before being 
named its president in 1986. Under his 
leadership, Stafford County Flour Mills 
doubled its capacity and grew 21⁄2 times 
its size. It was one of the last inde-
pendent flour mills remaining in the 
United States, and the mill produces 
Hudson Cream Flour. Many of my col-
leagues and many Americans will have 
seen the bag of flour with the great 
symbol and emblem—Hudson Cream 
Flour. Hudson Cream Flour has a rep-
utation around the Nation as a top- 
notch baking flour for its consistency 
and texture. It also serves as a tradi-
tion for this West Virginia family who 
wrote the company saying: 

After using Hudson Cream Flour for all the 
years I have cooked . . . and can remember 
even my grandmother and mother using 
nothing else . . . I read for the first time the 
‘‘absolute satisfaction guarantee’’ and really 
had a good laugh! I thought, if those people 
in Kansas only knew the absolute satisfac-
tion my family has enjoyed from their prod-
uct. The things we pass down in our family 
are good morals, good cooking, and Hudson 
Cream flour! 

After Alvin’s wife died in 1993, he 
came to miss the smell of fresh bread 
and soon began experimenting with in-
gredients. Alvin came up with three 
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